
Sometimes, brothers and sisters, the politicians just can’t 
leave well enough alone!  For years, ever since its beginning 
in the early 1990s, MTA’s Board of Directors has consisted 
of 13 members, some representing the mass-transit-dependent 
riders from the City of Los Angeles, others representing the 
same kind of people from surrounding areas.  The 13-member 
board has, generally, functioned well.

But, no, some politicians can’t be satisfied with a well-run 
board!  A proposed bill in Sacramento, SB 268 (Mendoza), 
would unnecessarily expand the membership of the MTA 
Board of Directors from 13 to 21.  This bill, while superficially 
sounding like more-inclusive legislation, would negatively 
impact and degrade the deliberations and decision-making 
process of this very important board.  For example, 

• Reducing the number of Los Angeles County 
Supervisors from five to two is counterproductive.  MTA is 
a regional mass-transit authority, serving millions of people 
throughout Southern California.  Every county supervisor’s 
district is impacted by mass transit and full of people who rely 
on it every day.  This is one of the most important issues each 
supervisor faces, and to remove their experience, judgement 
and hands-on concern from the Board’s deliberations and 
decisions removes the representatives who are intimately 
involved with mass transit and how it affects their constituents.

• Removing two public members from the Board is 
unnecessary and counterproductive.  Who is better attuned 
to the everyday needs and problems of the average person 
or family who relies on mass transit for so many things, 

from commuting to work to carrying out a myriad of errands 
and appointments?  MTA is a public agency, dealing with a 
dependent public’s demands, needs and priorities for reliable 
mass transit; removing public members from the Board is a 
complete contradiction.

• Currently, the mayor of Los Angeles can appoint 
two L.A. City Councilmembers to the Board.  Given the fact 
that the mayor already appoints three members, he or she in 
effect “controls” four votes on the 13-member Board.  To add 
another three L.A. City Councilmembers would I believe, give 
the city too much influence on the Board, risking a situation in 
which Los Angeles City appointees could override the needs 
and concerns of cities and areas outside of L.A., possibly to 
the detriment of their riders.  Again, as noted above, MTA is 
a regional entity, responsible to mass-transit-dependent riders 
throughout Southern California; it cannot—nor should not—be 
overwhelmed by the City of Los Angeles.

For these reasons, and simply to avoid adding additional 
bureaucracy and voices which will only slow down and 
further politicize the Board’s deliberations and decision-
making process, ATU Local 1277 strongly opposes SB 268 
and urges all pro-union, pro-working legislators to reject this 
needless expansion of the MTA Board.  Adding more voting 
Board members will increase the political noise and slow the 
implementation of important, much-needed policies.

SB 268 is, simply, bad policy and politics, and detrimental to 
the needs of the mass-transit-dependent public we serve day 
in and day out!

Get Involved—What You Can Do

This misguided bill is now heading to the State Assembly 
Transportation Committee for consideration and a vote.  Four 
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of its members—all Democrats—represent districts in which 
Local 1277 members (active and retired) and families live.  I 
ask every concerned union member to contact these members 
if you are in their districts and ask them to vote AGAINST 
SB 268.  Passage of this bill will just complicate our dealings 
and negotiations with MTA.

You can call or fax these assembly members, and when you 
do, be sure to tell them that you are a concerned, voting union 
member of ATU Local 1277, and that SB 268 is bad for our 
Union and harmful to the best interests of the mass-transit-
dependent public.

Adrin Nazarian, 46th District, San Fernando Valley and 
Burbank.  Phone:  916/319-2046, Fax:  916/319-2146.
Raul Bocanegra, 39th District, Western San Fernando 
Valley.  Phone:  916/319-2039, Fax:  916/319-2139
Jose Medina, 61st District, Riverside, Moreno Valley.  Phone:  
916/319-2061, Fax:  916/319-2161.
Laura Friedman, Burbank, Glendale.  Phone:  916/319-
2043, Fax:  916/319-2143.

SB 268 is pointless, unneeded legislation.  Please join your 
Executive Board in contacting these assembly members and 
urging them to vote NO on it.  And please ask your friends 
and neighbors in these districts to join your effort.  Thank you.


